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Pergamum was a noted center for culture and education, having one of the greatest libraries of 
the ancient world, with more than 200,000 volumes.

Pergamum was also an extremely religious city.  It had temples to the Greek and Roman gods 
Dionysus, Athena, Demeter, and Zeus.  It also had three temples dedicated to the worship of the 
Roman Emperor.
Some 50 years before Smyrna won the honor of building the first temple to Tiberius, the city of 
Pergamos won the right to build the first temple to worship Caesar Augustus in the Roman 
province of Asia.

Pergamum was especially known as a center for the worship of the deity known as Asclepios
.  Represented by a serpent, Asclepios was the god of healing and knowledge.  There was a 
medical school at his temple in Pergamum.  Because of the famous temple to the Roman god of 
healing, sick and diseased people from all over the Roman Empire traveled to Pergamum for 
relief.
“Sufferers were allowed to spend the night in the darkness of the temple.  In the temple there 
were tame snakes.  In the night the sufferer might be touched by one of these tame and 
harmless snakes as it glided over the ground on which he lay.  The touch of the snake was held 
to be the touch of the god himself, and the touch was held to bring health and healing.” 
(William Barclay)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asclepius
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