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Twelve Disciples of John the Baptist
19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions and came to Ephesus. 
He found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
“No,” they told him, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 “Then what baptism were you baptized with?” he asked them.
“With John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the people that they should 
believe in the One who would come after him, that is, in Jesus.”
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had 
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began to speak in other 
languages and to prophesy. 7 Now there were about 12 men in all.
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The two parables relate to the relationship between Jesus' teaching and traditional 
Judaism. According to some interpreters, Jesus here "pits his own, new way against 
the old way of the Pharisees and their scribes." 

Other interpreters see Luke as giving Christianity roots in Jewish antiquity, although 
"Jesus has brought something new, and the rituals and traditions of official Judaism 
cannot contain it."

In his commentary on Matthew, Mark, and Luke, John Calvin states that the old 
wineskins and the old garment represent Jesus' disciples, and the new wine and 
unshrunk cloth represent the practice of fasting twice a week. Fasting this way 
would be burdensome to the new disciples, and would be more than they could 
bear.

Based on parallel rabbinic sayings found in Pirkei Avot, one interpreter sees the 
parable as depicting the difficulty of teaching disciples with prior learning as 
compared to teaching new, uneducated disciples.

The metaphors in the two parables were drawn from contemporary culture. New 
cloth had not yet shrunk, so that using new cloth to patch older clothing would result 
in a tear as it began to shrink. Similarly, old wineskins had been "stretched to the limit“ 
or become brittle as wine had fermented inside them; using them again therefore 
risked bursting them.















Matthew 12:5 Or have you not read in the 
law, how that on the sabbath days the …

Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said to 
them, Have you not read, that he which …

Matthew 22:31 But as touching the 
resurrection of the dead, have you not read 
that …

Mark 12:10,26 And have you not read this 
scripture; The stone which the builders …

Luke 6:3 And Jesus answering them said, 
Have you not read so much as this, …

Luke 10:26 He said to him, What is written 
in the law? how read you?

(1 SAMUEL 21:1-6)





1 Samuel 21:1-6 
1aDavid went to the town of Nob to see Ahimelech the priest. Ahimelech 
trembled when he saw him. “Why are you alone?” he asked. “Why is no 
one with you?”
2“The king has sent me on a private matter,” David said. “He told me not 
to tell anyone why I am here. I have told my men where to meet me 
later.
3 Now, what is there to eat? Give me five loaves of bread or anything 
else you have.”
4“We don’t have any regular bread,” the priest replied. “But there is the 
holy bread, which you can have if your young men have not slept with 
any women recently.”
5“Don’t worry,” David replied. “I never allow my men to be with women 
when they are on a campaign. And since they stay clean even on 
ordinary trips, how much more on this one!”
6 Since there was no other food available, the priest gave him the holy 
bread—the Bread of the Presence that was placed before the Lord in 
the Tabernacle. It had just been replaced that day with fresh bread.
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The Sabbath was made for mankind, to serve mankind, and therefore it also serves 
God's purpose. Notice that He does not say the Sabbath was made for the Jews only, 
as most people read into this. Some also say that Jesus kept the Sabbath because He 
was a Jew, but that is merely a dodge. God says what He means. Jesus clearly 
understood He was to keep it, and He did.
If it were God's intent that only Jews keep it, Jesus would have stated it that way.
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